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So there I was, imagining stab wounds, andBltzabeth asked

me how long it would take the grtl to bleed to death.

By the way, I rcalize I should have mentioned that I was a

nurse for manyyeats, othetwise flone of this will make sense

to you. Elizabeth would have known that ftom somewhere,
because Elizabeth knows everythiflg. Anyway, that's why
she was asking me. You must have wondered what I was on
about. I will get the hang of wdting this,I promise.

I temembet dabbing 
^tmy 

mouth befote I answered,like
you see on television sometimes. It makes you look clevefet,
try it. I asked what the gid had weighed.

Blizabeth found the information in her f,older, followed
her finget and read out that the girl had been fotty-six kilos.
tJThich thtew us both, because neithet of us was sure what
forty-six kilos was inrcal money. In my head I was thinking
it must be about twenty-three stone? Two to one was my
thinking. Even as I thought that, though, I suspected I was

getting mixed up with inches and centimetres.
Elizabeth let me know the gitl definitely wasnt twenty-

three stone, as she had a pictute of het corpse in the folder.
She tapped the foldet at me, before turning her attention
back to the room, and said, 'Will somebody ask Bernard
what foty-six kilos is?'

Bernard always sits byhimself, on one of the smaller tables

nearest the patio. It is Table 8. You dont need to know that,
but I will tell you a bit about Bernatd.

Bernatd Cottle was very kind to me when I first arrived at
Coopers Chase. He btought me a clematis cutting and explained
the recycling timetable. They have four different colouted bins
here. Four! Thanks to Bernard, I know that green is for glass,

and blue is cardboard and paper. As for red and black, though,
your guess is still as good as mine. I've seen all sotts as I've
wandered about. Someone once put a faxmachine in one.
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you get to know everyone here. Last week I met the man
rvho invented Mint Choc Chip ice cream) or so he tells it.
I don't really have any way of checking.

I was glad to have helped Elizabeth in my small way, so

decided I might ask a favour. I asked if there was any wa_v I
could take a look at the picture of the corpse. Just out of pro-
fessional interest.

Elizabeth beamed, the r,vay people around here beam

when you ask to look at pictures of their grandchildren gradu-

ating. She slipped an A4 photocopy out of her folder, laid it,
face down, in front of me and told me to keep it, as the,v all
had copies.

I told het that 'u/as very kind of he r, and she said not at all,
but she r,vondered if she could ask me one final question.

'Of coutse,' I said.

Then she said, Ate you ever ftee on Thursdavs?'

And, that, believe it or not,'was the frst I had heard of
Thursdavs.
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thinking about whethet she should get a tattoo. A dolphin
on her lower back? Or would that be too much of a clich6?

And would it be painful? Probably, but she was supposed to
be a police officer, wasnt she? '\X/hat do vre mean when we
say the word "security"? \7ell, I think that word means dif-
ferent things to different . . .'

A hand shot up in the front row. Which was not normally
how this went, but in for a penny. An immaculately dressed

woman in her eighties had a point to make.

'Dear,I think we're all hoping this won't be a talk about
window locks.'The woman looked around her, picking up
murmured support.

A gentleman hemmed in by a walking framein the second

row was next. And no ID cards please, we know about ID
cards. Are you really from the Gas Board, or 

^re 
you a burg-

iar? \We've got it, I promise.'
A free-for-all had commenced.
'It's not the Gas Board any more. It's Centrica,' said a matl

in a very good three-piece suit.
The man sitting next to him, wearing shorts, flip-flops

andaWest Ham United shirt, took this opportunity to stand

up and stab a f,nger in no particular direction, 'It's thanks to
Thatcher that, Ibrahim. S7e used to own it.'

'Oh do sit down, Ron,' the smartly dressed woman had
said. Then looked at Donna and added, 'Sorry about Ron,'
with a slow shake of her head. The comments had continued
to fly

And what criminal wouldn't be able to forge an ID
document?'

'I've got c taracts. Y>u could show me a library card and
I'd let you in.'

'Thev don't even check the meter now lt's al1 on the v'eb.'
'It's on the cloud, deu.'
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'ft was blinding, Donna,' says Ron. 'CanI call you Donna,
love?'

'You can call me Donna, but maybe dont call me love,'
says Donna.

'Quite right, dading,' agrees Ron. 'Noted. That story about
the Ukrainian with the parking ticket and the chainsaw;
though? You should do after-dinner speaking, there's money
in it. I know someone, if you'd like a number?'

The salad is delicious, thinks Donna, and it's not often she
thinks that.

'I would have made a ter.tific heroin smuggler, I think.'
This was Ibrahim, who had eaiier raised the point about
Centrica. ilt's just logistics, isn't it? There's all the weighing
too, which I would enjoy, very precise. And they have
machines to count money. All the mod cons. Have you ever
captured a heroin dealer, PC De Freitas?'

'No,' admits Donna. 'ft's on my list, though.'
'But I'm dght that they have machines to count money?'

asks Ibrahim.
'They do, yes,' says Donna.
'Wonderful,'says Ibrahim, and downs his glass of wine.
.We bore easily,'adds Elizabeth, also polishing offa glass.

'God sarre us from window locks, S7PC De Freitas.'
'It's just PC now,'says Donna.
'I see,'says Elizabeth,lips pursing. And what happens if I

still choose to say WP C ? Will there be awarantfot my arrest?,
'No, but I'11think a bit less of you,' says Donna. 'Because

it's a really simple thing to do, and it's more respectful to me.,
'Damn! Checkmate. OK,' says Elizabeth, and unpurses

her lips.
'Thank you,' says Donna.
'Guess how old I am?'challenges Ibrahim.
Donna hesitates. Ibrahim has a nice suit, and he has great

IO
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Blizabeth nods and Ron pours. They are on a second
bottle. It is rz.r5.

Ibrahim agrees. 'I don't think friends is the word. !7e
wouldn't choose to socialize, we have very different intefests.
I like Ron, I suppose, but he can be very difficult.'

Ron nods, 'I'm verv difficult.'
'And Bhzabeth's manner is off-putting.'
Elizabeth nods, 'There it is I'm afrard.I've alwal,s been an

acquired taste. Since school.'
'I like Joyce, I suppose. I think we all like Joyce,' says

Ibrahim.
Ron and Elizabeth nod their agreement agaLn.

'Thank you, I'm sure,' says Joyce, chasing peas around her
plate. 'Don't you think someone should invent flat peas?'

Donna tties to clear up her confusion.
'So if you arefl't friends, then what are you?'
Donna sees Joyce look up and shake her head at the others,

this unlikely gang. 'Well,' savs Joyce. 'Firstly, we (tre friends,
of course; this lot are just a little slow catching on. And sec-

ond1y, if it didn't say on your invitation, PC De Freitas, then
it was my oversight. 'We're the Thursdav Murder Club.'

Elizabeth is going glassy-eyed with red wine, Ron is
scratching at a'!(/est Ham'tattoo on his neck and Ibrahim is

polishing an akeady-polished cufflink.
The restaurant is {illing up around them, and Donna is

not the frst visitor to Coopers Chase to think this wouldn't
be the worst place to live. She would ki1l for a glass of wine
and an afternoon ofr.

Also, I swim e\rery day,' concludes Ibrahim. 'It keeps the
skin tight.'

\What zs this place?


